822
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common, and are not yet entirely suppressed; and in the relation ifc has not been possible to ignore, as one would desire to do, the letters written by Foe, during this period, to Mrs, Whitman, "Annie," and her  sister.    If  Poe's   correspondence with other women •— witli Mrs, Osgood, for  example, who terms his letters "divinely beautiful"—-bore any resemblance to that of the last year of his life, fortune has been  more than usually kind in destroying it.   Not one word from these letters ought ever to have been published, but now it is too late to exclude them from the record.   From this and other evidence it is plain that Poe, worn out by, the ruin wrought on a romantic temperament by his unavailing struggle with poverty, insane indulgence, and secret  disease, realizing  now the hopelessness of his situation and oppressed by its loneliness, felt himself under an overpowering necessity of receiving human help, and sought for ifc with an ardor undisciplined by years, in whatever quarter there was any promise.    He had made up his mtnd, moreover, to adopt Mrs. Show's advice, and to try to save himself in what she had declared the only possible way, — marriage.    A trivial incident •— the anonymous exchange of a copy of verses •^- resulted in some slight relations between himself and ft woman whose genius he had idealized, and n$jat once threw himself on her mercy.   By his own to Mrs. Whitman, hardly more than a-he had been on-the point of asking
lieri rnir. life!
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sp de and to a casual observer, sane — so that I was suffered to go back to Providence." *
